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SAN DIEGO-CHULA VISTA-CARLSBAD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 

(SAN DIEGO COUNTY) 
Nonfarm payrolls up 2,400 over the month; up 10,900 over the year 

 
The unemployment rate in San Diego County was 4.9 percent in August 2026, up from a revised 4.7 
percent in July 2026, and below the year-ago estimate of 5.1 percent. This compares with an 
unadjusted unemployment rate of 5.4 percent for California and 4.3 percent for the nation during the 
same period.   

Between July 2026 and August 2026, total nonfarm employment increased from 1,564,600 to 
1,567,000, a rise of 2,400 jobs. Agricultural employment remained unchanged. 

 Private education and health services had the largest month-over gain in employment and recorded 
an increase of 1,600 jobs. Health care and social assistance provided over 65 percent of the gains, 
with all subsectors strengthening employment. Private educational services bolstered payrolls by 
500 jobs. 

 Four other sectors reported an increase in employment, totaling 2,400 jobs. Trade, transportation, 
and utilities reinforced payrolls by 1,200, with all subsectors contributing gains. Leisure and 
hospitality, manufacturing, and professional and business services made up the remainder of the 
expansion. 

 Contrarily, four industry sectors reported job declines, reducing employment by a combined 1,600 
jobs. Construction lost the largest share (down 1,000), with both subsectors reporting losses. Other 
services, information, and financial activities contributed the rest of the decline. 

 

Between August 2025 and August 2026, total nonfarm employment increased by 10,900, while farm 
employment decreased by 300. 

 Leading the year-over advancements, private education and health services boosted employment 
by 12,200 jobs. Health care and social assistance ramped up its employment by 12,300 jobs, 
contributing all growth in this sector. Private educational services offset the advancements by 100 
jobs. 

 Four other sectors reported an upswing in employment for a combined total of 8,800 jobs. The 
majority of the employment was produced by leisure and hospitality (up 5,500), while other 
services, trade, transportation, and utilities, and professional and business services made up the 
remainder of the growth. 

 Conversely, five sectors slowed the year-over growth by a total of 10,100 jobs. Government posted 
the largest decline of 4,200, with most of the losses stemming from federal government (down 
4,100). Construction saw the next largest decline, further reducing employment by 3,200 jobs. 
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Jul-2026 Aug-2026 Aug-2026
Revised Prelim Prelim

Total, All 
Industries 1,573,300 1,575,700 2,400 1,565,100 1,575,700 10,600
Total Farm 8,700 8,700 0 9,000 8,700 (300)
Total Nonfarm 1,564,600 1,567,000 2,400 1,556,100 1,567,000 10,900
Mining, Logging, 
and Construction 87,900 86,900 (1,000) 90,100 86,900 (3,200)
Mining and 
Logging 300 300 0 300 300 0
Construction 87,600 86,600 (1,000) 89,800 86,600 (3,200)
Manufacturing 110,200 110,400 200 110,500 110,400 (100)
Trade, 
Transportation, 
and Utilities 216,500 217,700 1,200 216,600 217,700 1,100
Information 17,200 17,000 (200) 18,200 17,000 (1,200)
Financial 
Activities 72,600 72,500 (100) 73,900 72,500 (1,400)

Professional and 
Business Services 263,700 263,900 200 263,800 263,900 100

Industry Change Aug-2025 Change

September 18, 2026

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SAN DIEGO-CHULA VISTA-CARLSBAD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (MSA)

(San Diego County)

The unemployment rate in San Diego County was 4.9 percent in August 2026, up from a revised 4.7 percent in 
July 2026, and below the year-ago estimate of 5.1 percent. This compares with an unadjusted unemployment 
rate of 5.4 percent for California and 4.3 percent for the nation during the same period.  
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Private Education 
and Health 
Services 284,200 285,800 1,600 273,600 285,800 12,200
Leisure and 
Hospitality 213,100 213,900 800 208,400 213,900 5,500
Other Services 60,700 60,400 (300) 58,300 60,400 2,100
Government 238,500 238,500 0 242,700 238,500 (4,200)

Notes:  Data not adjusted for seasonality. Data may not add due to rounding
             Labor force data are revised month to month
             Additional data are available on line at www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov
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March 2025 Benchmark

Data Not Seasonally Adjusted

Aug 25 Jun 26 Jul 26 Aug 26 Percent Change

Revised Prelim Month Year

Civilian Labor Force (1) 1,669,300 1,640,000 1,636,200 1,640,000 0.2% -1.8%

  Civilian Employment 1,584,500 1,566,800 1,559,400 1,559,600 0.0% -1.6%

  Civilian Unemployment 84,800 73,200 76,700 80,300 4.7% -5.3%

Civilian Unemployment Rate 5.1% 4.5% 4.7% 4.9%

(CA Unemployment Rate) 5.8% 5.2% 5.3% 5.4%

(U.S. Unemployment Rate) 4.5% 4.4% 4.4% 4.3%

Total, All Industries (2) 1,565,100 1,592,900 1,573,300 1,575,700 0.2% 0.7%

     Total Farm 9,000 8,800 8,700 8,700 0.0% -3.3%

  Total Nonfarm 1,556,100 1,584,100 1,564,600 1,567,000 0.2% 0.7%

    Total Private 1,313,400 1,328,000 1,326,100 1,328,500 0.2% 1.1%

    Goods Producing 200,600 197,800 198,100 197,300 -0.4% -1.6%

      Mining, Logging, and Construction 90,100 88,000 87,900 86,900 -1.1% -3.6%

      Mining and Logging 300 300 300 300 0.0% 0.0%

      Construction 89,800 87,700 87,600 86,600 -1.1% -3.6%

        Construction of Buildings 21,700 21,100 21,100 21,000 -0.5% -3.2%

          Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction 6,800 6,600 6,600 6,600 0.0% -2.9%

        Specialty Trade Contractors 61,300 60,000 59,900 59,000 -1.5% -3.8%

            Foundation, Structure, and Building Exterior Co 10,600 10,300 10,200 9,800 -3.9% -7.5%

          Building Equipment Contractors 27,300 26,500 26,500 26,100 -1.5% -4.4%

          Building Finishing Contractors 15,800 15,400 15,400 15,300 -0.6% -3.2%

          Other Specialty Trade Contractors 7,600 7,800 7,800 7,800 0.0% 2.6%

      Manufacturing 110,500 109,800 110,200 110,400 0.2% -0.1%

        Durable Goods 81,400 81,700 82,000 82,100 0.1% 0.9%

          Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 20,800 21,300 21,300 21,300 0.0% 2.4%

            Aerospace Product and Parts Manufacturing 12,600 12,600 12,700 12,700 0.0% 0.8%

            Ship and Boat Building 6,600 6,800 6,900 6,900 0.0% 4.5%

        Non-Durable Goods 29,100 28,100 28,200 28,300 0.4% -2.7%

     Service-Providing 1,355,500 1,386,300 1,366,500 1,369,700 0.2% 1.0%

    Private Service Providing 1,112,800 1,130,200 1,128,000 1,131,200 0.3% 1.7%

     Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 216,600 215,700 216,500 217,700 0.6% 0.5%

        Wholesale Trade 41,000 41,300 41,300 41,800 1.2% 2.0%

        Retail Trade 134,300 134,600 135,000 135,500 0.4% 0.9%

          General Merchandise Retailers 25,200 25,700 25,700 25,900 0.8% 2.8%

            Department Stores 12,000 12,400 12,500 12,600 0.8% 5.0%

            Warehouse Clubs, Supercenters, and Other Genera13,200 13,300 13,200 13,300 0.8% 0.8%

          Health and Personal Care Retailers 8,400 8,500 8,500 8,500 0.0% 1.2%

          Clothing, Clothing Accessories, Shoe, and Jewelry 14,300 14,800 15,000 14,900 -0.7% 4.2%

            Clothing and Clothing Accessories Retailers 10,700 11,100 11,200 11,200 0.0% 4.7%

            Shoe Retailers 2,300 1,800 2,000 2,100 5.0% -8.7%

          Sporting Goods, Hobby, Musical Instrument, Book, 14,600 14,500 14,600 14,600 0.0% 0.0%

        Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities 41,300 39,800 40,200 40,400 0.5% -2.2%

          Utilities 5,400 5,200 5,200 5,200 0.0% -3.7%

          Transportation and Warehousing 35,900 34,600 35,000 35,200 0.6% -1.9%

      Information 18,200 17,100 17,200 17,000 -1.2% -6.6%

          Publishing Industries 5,800 5,400 5,400 5,300 -1.9% -8.6%

            Newspaper, Periodical, Book, and Directory Publ 1,200 1,100 1,100 1,100 0.0% -8.3%

            Software Publishers 4,600 4,300 4,300 4,200 -2.3% -8.7%

      Financial Activities 73,900 72,600 72,600 72,500 -0.1% -1.9%

        Finance and Insurance 43,400 42,400 42,300 42,300 0.0% -2.5%

          Credit Intermediation and Related Activities incl 14,800 14,400 14,400 14,400 0.0% -2.7%

          Financial Investments and Related Activities incl 10,500 10,300 10,300 10,300 0.0% -1.9%

https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/file/resource/LMIResearchers.pdf
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Aug 25 Jun 26 Jul 26 Aug 26 Percent Change

Revised Prelim Month Year

          Insurance Carriers and Related Activities 18,100 17,700 17,600 17,600 0.0% -2.8%

        Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 30,500 30,200 30,300 30,200 -0.3% -1.0%

          Real Estate 24,600 24,200 24,400 24,400 0.0% -0.8%

      Professional and Business Services 263,800 265,000 263,700 263,900 0.1% 0.0%

        Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 152,200 150,400 150,800 149,500 -0.9% -1.8%

          Legal Services 14,600 14,800 14,800 14,600 -1.4% 0.0%

            Architectural, Engineering, and Related Service 26,400 26,600 26,800 26,600 -0.7% 0.8%

            Scientific Research and Development Services 38,500 38,100 38,400 38,200 -0.5% -0.8%

        Management of Companies and Enterprises 21,800 21,600 21,600 21,500 -0.5% -1.4%

        Administrative and Support and Waste and Remediatio89,800 93,000 91,300 92,900 1.8% 3.5%

          Administrative and Support Services 85,100 88,300 86,600 88,200 1.8% 3.6%

            Employment Services 32,100 34,400 33,700 34,300 1.8% 6.9%

            Services to Buildings and Dwellings 26,300 26,400 26,400 26,400 0.0% 0.4%

          Waste Management and Remediation Services 4,700 4,700 4,700 4,700 0.0% 0.0%

      Private Education and Health Services 273,600 285,600 284,200 285,800 0.6% 4.5%

        Private Educational Services 29,300 29,300 28,700 29,200 1.7% -0.3%

        Health Care and Social Assistance 244,300 256,300 255,500 256,600 0.4% 5.0%

            Ambulatory Health Care Services 100,500 106,500 106,300 107,000 0.7% 6.5%

            Hospitals 31,400 32,100 32,000 32,100 0.3% 2.2%

          Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 31,300 32,200 32,200 32,300 0.3% 3.2%

          Social Assistance 81,100 85,500 85,000 85,200 0.2% 5.1%

      Leisure and Hospitality 208,400 213,600 213,100 213,900 0.4% 2.6%

         Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 33,400 34,400 34,200 34,800 1.8% 4.2%

        Accommodation and Food Services 175,000 179,200 178,900 179,100 0.1% 2.3%

          Accommodation 31,900 32,700 32,700 32,700 0.0% 2.5%

          Food Services and Drinking Places 143,100 146,500 146,200 146,400 0.1% 2.3%

            Restaurants and Other Eating Places 129,600 133,800 133,400 133,100 -0.2% 2.7%

      Other Services 58,300 60,600 60,700 60,400 -0.5% 3.6%

          Repair and Maintenance 12,600 12,800 12,900 12,800 -0.8% 1.6%

          Personal and Laundry Services 23,100 23,900 23,900 23,800 -0.4% 3.0%

          Religious, Grantmaking, Civic, Professional, and 22,600 23,900 23,900 23,800 -0.4% 5.3%

      Government 242,700 256,100 238,500 238,500 0.0% -1.7%

        Federal Government 45,500 41,200 41,400 41,400 0.0% -9.0%

          Federal Government excluding Department of Defense22,100 21,500 21,700 21,700 0.0% -1.8%

          Department of Defense 23,400 19,700 19,700 19,700 0.0% -15.8%

        Total State and Local Government 197,200 214,900 197,100 197,100 0.0% -0.1%

          State Government 57,200 62,900 59,600 55,600 -6.7% -2.8%

          State Government Educational Services 33,600 37,200 34,200 31,600 -7.6% -6.0%

            State Government Excluding Education 23,600 25,700 25,400 24,000 -5.5% 1.7%

          Local Government 140,000 152,000 137,500 141,500 2.9% 1.1%

          Local Government Educational Services 71,800 83,100 68,900 73,000 6.0% 1.7%

          Local Government excluding Educational Services 68,200 68,900 68,600 68,500 -0.1% 0.4%

          County Government 21,300 21,600 21,500 21,400 -0.5% 0.5%

          City Government 21,900 22,100 22,100 22,000 -0.5% 0.5%

        Special Districts plus Tribes 25,000 25,200 25,000 25,100 0.4% 0.4%

Notes:

(1) Civilian labor force data are by place of residence; include self-employed

individuals, unpaid family workers, household domestic workers, & workers on strike.

Data may not add due to rounding. The unemployment rate is calculated using unrounded data.

https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/file/resource/LMIResearchers.pdf
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Contact: LMID RESEARCHERS

These data, as well as other labor market data, are available via the Internet

at http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov.

#####

(2) Industry employment is by place of work; excludes self-employed individuals,

unpaid family workers, household domestic workers, & workers on strike.

Data may not add due to rounding. 

These data are produced by the Labor Market Information Division of the California

Employment Development Department (EDD). Questions should be directed to:

https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/file/resource/LMIResearchers.pdf
https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/file/resource/LMIResearchers.pdf

